










Political Love and SpaceTime Disturbances: Reimagining Parenting and 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































All the professionals 
were like mum, mum, 
mum, they don’t ever 
learn your name. 
Mum…mum.. 
Constantly being mum 
when everyone else has 
titles.  
Total guilt, I 
think if I breast 
fed, would she 
be different? What if she gets taken 
away from me because 
they think because of her 
additional needs I’m not 
doing stuff with her? 
Because she’s not 
walking, we’re not 

























































































































































































































I never really knew what they 
were doing. 
I didn’t cry in the meeting cos I 
was just like ‘okay’ um, but it 
was so upsetting like, oh my 
goodness we’re kind of dealing 
with Autism 
I was getting annoyed with the 
fact that I didn’t know what 
was going on. I didn’t get any 
feedback. 
I don’t think I look back and 
think ‘oh what would it have 
been like if things were 
different?’ but then I think it 
makes me a better person 





















































































































































































































We just felt like, it was, you 
know, time just 
disappeared.  
It was this 
repetitive cycle 
trying to be 
normal but it all 
going wrong 
The hell of the 
ambulances 
It was just horrible. A 
future we hadn’t 
envisaged let alone seen 
slapped in our faces 
‘I just wish she was 
dead.’ ‘Um, I’m not 











































































































































It’s a syndrome. But they 
wouldn’t tell us what. 
I wouldn’t change anything for the 
World. 
We had to learn as a family a 
new language. Sign language 
Makaton. We started learning 
with Mr Tumble. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































She’d sit down next to 
someone and have to hold 
on to them. She was holding 
on for dear life because she 
worried she’d be taken 
outside and she just wanted 
to be part of it all.  
I don’t know if animals 
are treated like this. She 
was treated like a 
second-class citizen 
She got to be the 
ballerina she always 
wanted to be. 
Oh yeah, she had a 
naughty chair [at school]. 
It was outside the library 

































































































































































































































































It’s kind of socially 
acceptable in our house that 
he crawls round and round 
and can’t talk.  
They don’t want a 
special needs bed in 
hospital because it 
singles the children 
out. 
Eat, sleep, 
repeat, eat, sleep, 
repeat. 
Our normal Trying to break 


















































































































































































This always sticks in my 
mind, I remember her tearing 
out the normal and like 
“nope, we’ll need this one for 
Natasha”  
If they’re trying to sieve 
these children out of 
society then what’s going 
to be left? 
You’re not high risk. 
There wasn’t any 






























































































































































































































There were lots of instances 
of him hitting her but she was 
completely in his face. 
The alarm bells 
really were at about 
eighteen months. 
I would be getting 
alarm bells at that.  
He didn’t respond to 
his name. I should have 
drawn alarm bells if I 
could draw a picture of 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix I. University of Sheffield Ethical Approval  
 
 
Downloaded:	30/01/2018	Approved:	30/01/2018		
Martina	Smith	
Registration	number:	140105863	
School	of	Education	
Programme:	EdD/Early	Childhood	Edu	(DL)		
Dear	Martina		
PROJECT	TITLE:	Silencing	the	Neoliberal	Meta-Narrative	in	Early	Childhood:	
Reimagining	Quasi-Humans	with	Special	Educational	Needs	and	Disability	within	a	
Dis/Developmental	Paradigm	
APPLICATION:	Reference	Number	016671		
On	behalf	of	the	University	ethics	reviewers	who	reviewed	your	project,	I	am	pleased	to	
inform	you	that	on	30/01/2018	the	above-named	project	was	approved	on	ethics	
grounds,	on	the	basis	that	you	will	adhere	to	the	following	documentation	that	you	
submitted	for	ethics	review:		
University	research	ethics	application	form	016671	(dated	07/12/2017).	Participant	
information	sheet	1037978	version	1	(07/12/2017).	Participant	consent	form	1037979	
version	1	(07/12/2017).		
The	following	optional	amendments	were	suggested:		
All	reviewers	agreed	that	the	application	should	be	approved,	and	all	had	
recommendations	for	aspects	of	your	research	to	consider	carefully	as	you	progress	with	
your	fieldwork.	Specifically,	reviewers	are	asking	you	to	consider:	-	it	is	worth	checking	
ethical	guidance	about	use	of	social	media	as	data.	There	are	a	number	of	ethical	issues	
associated	with	this	and	this	will	need	discussing	in	your	work.	-	What	will	you	do	if	more	
than	five	parents	respond?	How	will	you	choose	participants	if	you	get	lots	of	responses?	
The	criteria	for	this	needs	to	be	transparent,	with	an	outline	of	how	you	would	deal	with	a	
lot	of	responses	to	participate,	and	thus	having	to	say	no	to	some	parents.	-	the	potential	
variety	of	participating	parents	is	vast,	more	specifically,	the	variety	of	children.	Even	
though	you	are	focusing	your	research	on	parents	-	have	you	considered	the	children	in	the	
way	you	are	seeking	consent?	The	children	will	undoubtedly	feature	in	the	thesis,	and	
there	is	an	opportunity	here	to	explore	(very	much	dependent	on	the	families	you	end	up	
working	with)	notions	and	limitations	of	consent	in	this	context,	from	a	critical	
perspective.	-	while	sharing	common	ground	is	a	unique	researcher	position,	which	
definitely	needs	to	be	discussed,	this	also	could	potentially	lead	to	difficulties	when	a	
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similar	attitude	among	participants	is	assumed	-	or	if	being	a	parent	yourself	may	lead	
you	to	certain	types	of	participant	more	than	others.	Work	closely	with	your	supervisor	to	
discuss	these	implications,	and	be	aware	of	your	own	emotional	needs,	making	sure	you	
have	somebody	to	turn	to,	should	the	need	arise.	All	of	these	are	aspects	to	discuss	with	
your	supervisor,	and	to	consider	as	you	move	forward,	they	are	intended	to	give	you	
additional,	critical	insights	into	your	proposed	work.	Good	luck	with	your	research!		
If	during	the	course	of	the	project	you	need	to	deviate	significantly	from	the	above-
approved	documentation	please	inform	me	since	written	approval	will	be	required.		
Yours	sincerely		
David	Hyatt	
Ethics	Administrator	School	of	Education		
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Appendix	II.	Parent	(Participant)	Information	Sheet		
	
Participant	Information	Sheet:		
Researching	the	Experiences,	Expectations	and	Thoughts	of	Parents	of	
Young	Children	Identified	as	having	Special	Educational	Needs	and	
Disability		
An	Invitation	
You	are	being	invited	to	take	part	in	a	research	project	that	will	be	submitted	as	part	
requirement	for	the	Doctor	of	Education	Programme	at	the	University	of	Sheffield	by	
Martina	Smith.	Before	you	decide	whether	or	not	to	take	part,	it	is	important	for	you	to	
understand	why	the	research	is	being	done	and	what	it	will	involve.	Please	take	the	time	
to	read	the	following	information	carefully	and	discuss	it	with	others	if	you	wish.	Please	
do	not	hesitate	to	ask	me	if	there	is	anything	you	are	not	clear	about	or	would	like	
further	information	on.	Take	time	to	decide	whether	or	not	you	wish	to	take	part.	Thank	
you	for	reading	this.			
1. What	is	the	project’s	purpose?	
I	am	a	parent	myself	to	a	young	child	who	has	been	identified	as	having	special	
educational	needs	and	disability	(hereafter	SEND)	and	am	currently	a	parent-carer	to	
my	son	whilst	also	studying	for	a	Doctor	of	Education	in	Early	Childhood	Education	at	
the	University	of	Sheffield.	This	research	project	has	been	designed	to	create	a	space	for	
the	stories	of	4	parents	of	young	children	identified	as	having	SEND,	focusing	upon	
parental	experiences,	hopes	and	expectations.	These	stories	will	be	considered	in	
relation	to	the	political	agendas	and	current	education	systems	in	England	and	how	
these	systems	might	have	influenced	and	shaped	our	parenting	stories.	It	will	then	be	
experimentally	considered	whether	it	might	be	possible	to	imagine	stories	outside	of	
these	influences	and	how	social,	education	and	political	systems	might	be	reimagined	in	
regards	to	parenting	and	young	children	with	SEND.	
2. Why	have	I	been	chosen?	
You	will	have	identified	yourself	as	a	parent	with	a	young	child	who	has	been	identified	
as	having	SEND.		
3. Do	I	have	to	take	part?	
Absolutely	not!	Even	if	you	do	decide	to	take	part	now	and	later	change	your	mind	that	
is	absolutely	fine,	you	can	withdraw	at	any	point.		
4. What	will	happen	to	me	if	I	take	part	and	what	do	I	have	to	do?	
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We	will	discuss	what	suits	you	best	in	terms	of	whether	to	have	our	conversations	face-
to-face,	via	Facetime,	Skype	or	even	via	email	or	messenger.	I	am	very	aware	of	the	time	
pressures	on	all	parents	so	would	like	to	fit	in	as	easily	as	possible	into	your	schedules.		
We	will	meet	to	discuss	the	research	and	to	ensure	you	understand	the	implications	of	
consenting	to	take	part.	I	will	explain	the	first	part	of	the	research	which	will	involve	
you	drawing	a	picture	‘mind	map’	(called	a	rich	picture	map)	to	try	and	represent	
through	pictures	everything	that	is	important	to	you	about	your	experiences	of	
parenting	a	young	child	identified	as	having	special	educational	needs	and	disability.		
We	will	then	arrange	to	have	a	conversation	(approx.	45	mins	to	1	hour)	about	your	
picture.	This	will	be	an	opportunity	for	you	to	reflect	and	explore	the	content	of	your	
picture	and	add	to	it	where	necessary.	I	will	have	no	prepared	questions	as	I	want	to	
ensure	it	is	your	experience	we	are	focusing	on.	This	conversation	will	be	recorded	with	
an	audio	recorder,	the	content	of	which	will	be	deleted	as	soon	as	I	have	transcribed	it.	
I	will	take	either	your	original	picture	or	an	electronic	scan/photo	of	it	and	transcribe	
our	conversation	and	analyse	it	to	try	and	identify	themes	and	to	organise	what	we	have	
discussed.	We	will	then	meet	again	(approx.	30	mins	to	45	mins)	to	discuss	my	analysis,	
take	out	anything	you	are	not	happy	for	me	to	include	in	my	research	and	consider	
whether	you	can	imagine	any	ways	in	which	these	experiences	might	be	different	if	the	
education	and	political	systems	(as	you	understand	them	and	have	experienced	them)	
in	England	were	different	or	whether	you	are	content	with	the	systems	as	they	are.			
5. Will	I	be	recorded,	and	how	will	the	recorded	media	be	used?	
Yes.	If	we	meet	face-to-face	or	talk	via	Skype	or	Facetime	I	will	record	the	
conversation(s)	using	a	Dictaphone.	These	conversations	will	be	written	up	as	
transcripts	(so	word	for	word	and	including	any	non-verbal	cues	such	as	sighs,	laughter	
etc).	Once	I	have	a	written	copy	I	will	delete	the	audio	copy.	Transcriptions	will	not	have	
your	real	name,	but	made	up	names	we	have	chosen	together.	
6. What	are	the	possible	disadvantages	and	risks	of	taking	part?	
There	is	a	potential	that	some	of	the	stories	might	feel	very	emotional	and	personal	to	
you.	You	do	not	have	to	share	anything	with	me	that	makes	you	upset	or	unduly	
emotional	if	this	does	not	feel	comfortable.	
7. What	are	the	possible	benefits	of	taking	part?	
There	are	no	immediate	benefits	for	parents	participating	in	this	project.	
8. What	if	something	goes	wrong?	
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If	you	are	unhappy	about	anything	at	all	related	to	your	taking	part	in	this	research	
project	you	may	in	the	first	instance	contact	me	directly.	If	this	is	not	felt	by	you	to	be	
appropriate	or	you	wish	to	make	a	complaint,	please	contact	the	research	project	
supervisors	Professor	Dan	Goodley	and	Professor	Katherine	Runswick-Cole	at	the	
University	of	Sheffield.	If	after	following	this	procedure	you	feel	your	complaint	has	not	
been	handled	to	your	satisfaction,	please	contact	the	University	of	Sheffield	Registrar	
and	Secretary.	A	list	of	contact	details	can	be	found	at	the	end	of	this	information	sheet.	
9. Will	my	taking	part	in	this	project	be	kept	confidential?	
All	the	information	that	I	collect	about	you	during	the	course	of	this	research	will	be	
kept	strictly	confidential.	The	only	exception	to	this	is	if	I	have	reason	to	believe	you	or	
someone	else	is	at	risk	of	harm.	You	will	not	be	able	to	be	identified	in	any	reports	or	
publications	and	neither	will	any	family	members	or	professionals	involved	on	your	life	
who	may	be	part	of	stories	that	you	share.		
10. What	will	happen	to	the	results	of	the	research	project?	
The	results	of	the	research	project	will	be	shared	with	you	via	your	chosen	mode	of	
communication.	You	will	be	provided	with	your	own	copy	of	the	analysis,	discussion	of	
results	and	conclusion.	The	results	will	form	part	of	a	written	thesis	and	will	be	
submitted	in	part	requirement	for	the	Doctor	of	Education.	The	full	text	thesis,	upon	
successful	completion,	will	be	available	online	in	the	University	of	Sheffield’	s	repository	
and	in	the	British	Library	thesis	repository.	You	will	not	be	identifiable	in	any	report	or	
publication	of	the	thesis.		
11. Who	is	organising	and	funding	the	research?	
I	am	a	self-funded	student,	no	company	or	organisation	is	sponsoring	or	funding	this	
research.		
12. Who	has	ethically	reviewed	the	project?	
This	research	project	has	been	ethically	approved	via	The	School	of	Education	ethics	
review	procedure	at	the	University	of	Sheffield.		
13. Contact	for	further	information	
Researcher:		
Martina	Smith	
Email:	mesmith2@sheffield.ac.uk																																																																																																					
Mobile:	[REMOVED	FROM	FINAL	THESIS	APPENDIX	COPY]	
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Supervisors:	
Professor	Katherine	Runswick-Cole	
The	School	of	Education,																																																																																																																								
Edgar	Allen	House																																																																																																																												
University	of	Sheffield																																																																																																																															
241	Glossop	Road																																																																																																																																		
Sheffield,	S10	2GW																																																																																																																																		
Email:	k.runswick-cole@sheffield.ac.uk																																																																																				
Telephone:	0114	222	8180	
Professor	Dan	Goodley	
The	School	of	Education,																																																																																																																								
Edgar	Allen	House																																																																																																																												
University	of	Sheffield																																																																																																																															
241	Glossop	Road																																																																																																																																		
Sheffield,	S10	2GW																																																																																																																																		
Email:	d.goodley@sheffield.ac.uk																																																																																													
Telephone:	0114	222	8185	
Thank	you	for	taking	the	time	to	read	this.		
If	you	are	happy	to	proceed,	thank	you	so	much	for	taking	part.	You	
will	be	given	a	copy	of	the	information	sheet	and	a	copy	of	the	signed	
consent	form	for	your	own	records.	
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Appendix	III.	Consent	Form		
	
Researching	Experiences,	Expectations	and	Thoughts	of	Parents	of	Young	
Children	Identified	as	having	Special	Educational	Needs	and	Disability	
	
Name	of	Researcher:	Martina	Smith	
	
Participant	Identification	Pseudonym	for	this	Project:	___________________	
	
																																																																																																										Please	initial	box	
1. I	confirm	that	I	have	read	and	understand	the	
information	sheet	for	the	above	project	and	
have	had	the	opportunity	to	ask	questions	and	
discuss	the	project.		
	
	
2. I	understand	that	my	participation	is	
voluntary	and	that	I	am	free	to	withdraw	at	
any	time	without	giving	any	reason	via:	
Martina	Smith	(researcher)	Email:	
mesmith2@sheffield.ac.uk	or	Mobile:	
07921821063.	
	
3. I	understand	that	my	responses	will	be	
anonymised	before	analysis.	I	give	permission	
for	the	researcher	and	supervisors	Professor	
Katherine	Runswick-Cole	and	Professor	Dan	
Goodley	to	have	access	to	my	anonymised	
responses.	
	
	
4. I	understand	that	my	anonymised	direct	
quotations	and	drawings	will	be	used	in	
conference	papers	and	journal	articles.	
	
5. I	agree	to	take	part	in	the	above	research	
project.		
	
	
	
	
	
________________________						___________					____________________	
Name	of	Participant																							Date																																	Signature	
	
	
	 214	
________________________						___________					____________________	
Researcher																																							Date																																	Signature	
To	be	signed	and	dated	in	the	presence	of	the	participant	
	
Copies:	2	
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Appendix	IV.	Creating	Your	Rich	Picture	Map	(Instructions)	
	
Creating	your	Rich	Picture	Map	
	
The	Purpose	of	Creating	Rich	Picture	Maps:	
	
The	purpose	of	this	exercise	is	to	try	to	represent	through	drawings	as	much	as	you	can	
about	your	own	experiences	of	parenting	in	relation	to	your	child	who	has	been	
identified	as	having	special	educational	needs	and	disability.	We	are	thinking	about	the	
early	years	of	your	lives	together	as	parent	and	child	(up	to	the	age	your	child	is	now	or	
7	years	old	if	they	are	older	at	the	time	of	drawing).		
	
The	pictures	are	called	‘rich	pictures’	because	they	are	rich	in	their	representations	of	
everything	to	do	with	your	picture’s	subject	including	not	only	people,	places	and	
‘things’	but	also	emotions,	conflicts	and	ideas.	They	are	thought	of	as	‘maps’	because	of	
links	that	might	be	found	between	the	drawings	and	ideas	in	your	picture.		
	
Instructions:	
	
You	will	need	the	sheet	of	A2	paper	and	the	coloured	pens	and	pencils	provided	(use	
whatever	you	feel	most	comfortable	drawing	with).	Allow	yourself	time	to	think	and	to	
draw,	around	20	minutes	should	be	plenty	but	do	feel	free	to	take	longer	if	needed.		
	
It’s	important	that	you	don’t	worry	about	how	the	finished	picture	looks	to	anybody	
else.	It’s	not	about	your	artistic	abilities	and	can	be	as	messy	as	you	need	it	to	be!	There	
is	no	one	right	way	to	do	this	and	you	really	can’t	get	it	wrong.		
	
Tips:	Here	are	a	few	tips,	in	no	particular	order,	to	help	you	get	started:	
	
Ø Give	your	picture	a	date.	
Ø Give	your	picture	the	title:	A	Rich	Picture	of	*insert	your	name*	as	Parent	to	
*insert	name	of	your	child*	in	the	Early	Years		
Note:	We	will	hide	your	name	and	your	child’s	name	(and	any	others	that	might	appear	in	
the	picture)	once	we’ve	finished	discussing	your	picture	so	nobody	will	be	identifiable.	
Ø Make	sure	you	represent	yourself	in	the	picture.	
Ø Try	to	represent	through	pictures	as	much	as	you	can	about	your	experiences,	
include	ANYTHING	at	all	that	matters	or	mattered	to	you	in	relation	to	you	being	
parent	to	your	child	in	the	early	years	of	their	life.	
Ø You	can	use	stick	figures	but	try	to	include	them	in	action	or	in	context,	not	just	
as	labelled	people.		
Ø Link	things	together	if	you	want	to.	
Ø Don’t	exclude	anything	because	you	think	it	isn’t	relevant,	if	you’re	thinking	of	it	
in	this	context	it	is	relevant	for	you	and	that	is	what	matters!		
	
Rules:	The	only	rules	(you	can	break	if	you	want	to	though!)	are:	
1) Don’t	use	too	many	words.	
2) Don’t	plan	to	structure	the	picture,	think	of	it	more	as	a	mind-map	of	pictures.	
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And	remember:	this	picture	doesn’t	have	to	make	sense	to	anybody	else.	We	will	use	
this	picture	as	a	basis	to	discuss	your	experiences	and	you	can	add	to	it	then	too	if	you	
want.	Stop	if	you	feel	over-whelmed	or	find	the	picture	making	process	distressing.	
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Appendix	V.	Sample	(Anonymised)	Feedback	Letter	to	Parents		
	
	
	
	
Martina	Smith	
School	of	Education	
Programme:	EdD/Early	Childhood	Education	
Email:	mesmith2@sheffield.ac.uk	
Mobile:	[NOT	INCLUDED	IN	THESIS]	
	
29th	March,	2021	
	
Dear	Naomi	
	
I	wanted	to	write	to	you	firstly	and	foremost	to	share	my	gratitude	to	you	for	sharing	
with	me	your	experiences	as	a	parent	to	Sophie.	Your	generosity	of	time	and	
conversation	has	been	invaluable	to	this	doctoral	research	project.	Please	find	below	a	
summary	of	the	research	project	and	findings.	I	hope	this	will	be	of	interest	to	you	and	a	
useful	insight	into	how	our	conversations	and	your	picture	maps	became	data	and	were	
analysed	and	shared	in	the	context	of	my	doctoral	thesis.		
	
There	was	a	word	limit	for	this	thesis	so	the	areas	of	conversation	not	explored	here	
will	be	further	explored	in	forthcoming	academic	writings	that	I	hope	to	extend	from	
this	project.	I	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	remind	you	of	your	right	to	
withdraw	your	consent	to	your	anonymised	data	being	used	in	this	way	so	please	don’t	
hesitate	to	contact	me	with	any	concerns	surrounding	this.	Please	be	assured	the	
stringent	commitment	to	maintaining	anonymity	is	ongoing.		
	
Research	Aims	
	
The	research	was	designed	to	create	a	space	for	parents	to	share	their	experiences	
parenting	a	young	child	who	has	been	identified	as	having	special	educational	needs	
and	disability	(hereafter	SEND).	The	dominant	social	and	political	stories	that	shape	and	
influence	understandings	of	individualised	parenting	in	the	context	of	childhood	
disability	were	explored	and	challenged.	This	was	done	together	with	the	stories	that	
emerged	through	our	conversations	and	your	picture	maps	to	imagine	possibilities	for	
new	stories	of	parenting	disabled	children.	These	stories	looked	beyond	rigid	
developmental	‘norms’	and	sought	to	assert	the	parenting	role	as	a	valued	and	inter-
dependent	part	of	communities.	
	
Data	Collection	
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You	were	tasked	to	create	a	visual	picture	map	of	you	parenting	experiences	and	did	an	
amazing	job!	The	maps	proved	to	be	a	wonderful	tool	for	gaining	insight.	You	shared	
your	stories	with	me	and	I	recorded	our	conversations	using	an	audio	recorder.	I	
downloaded	these	recordings	and	transcribed	them.	All	files	are	password	protected	
and	only	accessible	to	me.	You	were	given	pseudonyms	and	I	was	careful	to	remove	any	
information	such	as	place	names	or	any	other	identifiers	that	might	have	compromised	
your	anonymity.		
	
Findings	and	Implications		
	
I	spent	a	lot	of	time	listening	to	the	recordings,	exploring	the	transcripts	and	the	visual	
maps	together	with	relevant	academic	writings	and	theories.	Two	big	points	emerged	
around	which	I	centred	my	own	writing	and	theory:	1)	parental	love	as	an	ethical	
political	concept	and	2)	the	shared	experiences	of	children	‘doing	time’	in	their	own	
way.		
	
Parental-Political	Love	
Parental	love	became	something	much	more	than	any	‘hallmark	card’	idea	of	love	and	
emerged	as	a	site	for	discussion	around	widening	our	understandings	of	love.	Parent	
love	is	traditionally	understood	as	a	private	and	personal	matter,	separated	from	the	
logic	and	reason	that	underpins	the	ways	in	which	a	wider	society	and	politics	makes	
decisions	and	talks	about	parenting	and	disabled	children.	I	have	argued	that	a	political	
concept	of	love	takes	the	ethics	of	caring	for	and	upholding	disabled	children’s	rights	
beyond	private	spaces.	Love	is	re-situated	as	an	ethical	basis	for	re-working	community	
solidarity	with	parents	and	as	a	basis	for	caring	for	disabled	children.	An	ethics	of	love	
demands	disabled	children’s	equitable	rights	as	a	responsibility	for	all	society.	
Cultivating	a	wider	understanding	of	love	in	an	ethical	society	is	discussed	as	a	way	of	
affirming	community	citizenship,	in	such	a	way	that	disabled	children	and	their	parents	
are	always	included.	This	is	presented	in	the	research	an	important	ongoing	task.	A	
collage	was	created	with	your	picture	map	from	which	this	discussion	was	started:		
	
	
Collage	that	provoked	discussion	of	parental-political	love	
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I	explored	your	discussions	around	the	over-use	of	the	word	‘mum’	and	challenged	how	
it	positioned	and	isolated	you	in	various	situations	on	your	journey	as	a	parent.	This	
was	particularly	poignant	in	your	stories	that	told	of	how	the	focus	and	responsibility	
was	often	placed	directly	on	you	in	relation	to	Sophie’s	acquisition	of	certain	skills.	I	
followed	the	story	of	the	red	boots	and	troubled	how	you	had	to	assert	her	right	to	her	
first	proper	shoes.	I	troubled	the	references	that	were	made	by	professionals	in	regards	
to	your	early	feeding	choices	and	Sophie’s	later	diagnosis	of	Autism.		
	
Disrupting	Development	and	Time	
The	second	point	was	concerning	time	and	specifically	time	in	relation	to	a	child’s	
development.	I	have	argued	that	often	children	who	have	labels	of	special	educational	
needs	and	disability	‘do	time’	in	their	own	way	and	at	their	own	speed.	I	have	argued	
the	case	for	not	pathologizing	other	ways	of	living	and	doing	childhood	by	virtue	of	
‘developmental’	speed.	I	have	challenged	these	ideas	by	affirming	the	unpredictability	of	
childhood	and	celebrating	diversity	of	life.	The	very	concepts	of	time	and	psychology	as	
human-created	have	also	been	challenged.	Rather	than	always	measuring	children	
against	a	certain	expected	pace	of	living,	developing	and	meeting	childhood	milestones,	
I	have	argued	the	case	for	expanding	understandings	of	childhood	beyond	
developmental	psychology’s	expectations.		A	second	collage	was	created	with	your	
picture	map	from	which	this	discussion	was	started:		
	
	
	
A	collage	that	disrupted	ideas	about	development	and	time	
	
From	these	pictures	and	the	associated	conversation,	I	troubled	the	way	in	which	the	
naughty	chair	was	used	at	school	and	the	time	Sophie	spent	in	it	in	the	corridor.	The	
story	shifted	the	focus	to	the	chair	as	the	site	of	‘naughtiness’,	moving	the	problem	
firmly	away	from	Sophie.	I	explored	Sophie’s	beautiful	journey	as	she	became	a	
ballerina.	I	was	moved	by	the	image	of	the	tears	and	your	description	of	Sophie	hiding	
hers	under	her	‘mask’.	I	listened	to	the	song	‘Tracks	of	my	Tears’	that	you	had	spoken	
about	and	as	promised	in	our	conversation!	It	became	the	background	music	for	me	as	I	
did	this	writing	with	your	stories	so	thank	you	for	that	inspiration	too.	
	
And	Finally...	
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I	am	happy	to	discuss	the	content	of	this	letter	further	with	you	or	answer	any	
questions	at	all	that	you	may	have	at	any	time	that	is	convenient.	My	contact	details	are	
at	the	top	of	this	letter	so	please	do	feel	free	to	get	in	touch.		
	
It	has	been	an	absolute	privilege	to	have	had	the	opportunity	to	work	with	you	directly	
and	to	be	trusted	with	your	story	afterwards,	please	accept	my	sincere	and	ongoing	
thanks.	
	
With	warmest	regards,	
Martina	Smith	
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Appendix	VI.	Notebook	Collage	(Sample	Pages	Created	During	Sympoiesis)		
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Appendix	VII.	Performative	Picture	Maps	(Originals)			
	
	
	
Naomi's	Performative	Map		
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Liz's	Performative	Map	
	 224	
	
Vivian's	Performative	Map		
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Tom's	Performative	Map	(Panoramic	View)		
	
	
Tom's	Performative	Map	Close-Up	Collage		
